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STATE OF WISCONSIN
CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPH TECHNICIAN

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose Of This Classification Specification

This classification specification is the basic authority under ER 2.04, Wis. Adm. Code, for
making classification decisions relative to present and future positions performing technical
electroencephalograph equipment operation duties.  This classification specification is not
intended to identify every duty that may be assigned to positions, but is intended to serve as a
framework for classification decision making in this occupational area. 

Classification decisions must be based on the “best fit” of the duties within the existing
classification structure.  The “best fit” is determined by the majority (i.e., more than 50%) of the
work assigned to and performed by the position when compared to the class concepts and
definition of this specification or through other methods of position analysis.  Position analysis
defines the nature and character of the work through the use of any or all of the following:
definition statements; listing of areas of specialization; representative examples of work
performed; allocation patterns of representative positions; job evaluation guide charts, standards
or factors; statements of inclusion and exclusion; licensure or certification requirements; and
other such information necessary to facilitate the assignment of positions to the appropriate
classification.

B. Inclusions

The technical positions in this classification are located within in a state hospital or institution and
operate electroencephalograph equipment.  Positions perform electroencephalograph tests,
monitor additional physiological phenomena, and perform multimodality evoked potential
testing.

C. Exclusions

Excluded from this classification are the following types of positions:

1. Positions that meet the statutory definition of supervisor or management as defined in s.
111.81(19) and (13), Wis. Stats., as administered and interpreted by the Wisconsin
Employment Relations Commission.

2. All other positions that are more appropriately identified by other classification
specifications.

D. Entrance Into This Classification

Employees enter positions within this classification by competitive examination.  
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II. DEFINITION

ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPH TECHNICIAN

This is technical work in the operation of electroencephalograph equipment at a state hospital or
institution under the general supervision of higher level professional staff.  Positions are responsible for
performing standard and complex electroencephalograph testing.  Positions are assigned multimodality
evoked potential testing.  Work is designed to maintain proficiency and expertise in the technical aspects
of electroencephalograph work.  Responsibilities include:  instructing, soothing and positioning patient
prior to and during the electroencephalograph test and initiate necessary action to continue the test in the
event the patient has a seizure; measuring the patient’s head to determine the exact positioning of
electrodes; attaching electrodes to predetermined areas of the patient’s head and repositioning them or
attaching additional electrodes during the test to localize the area of organic involvement; differentiating
between artifacts and possible abnormalities; identifying and eliminating all artifacts when possible by,
for example, quieting patients or replacing electrodes; using activating procedures such as
hyperventilation, photic-stimulation, and sleep to obtain certain types of electroencephalograph readings;
monitoring other variables such as electromyograms, electrocardiograms, respiration, blood pressure, etc.,
when required by the circumstances of the electroencephalograph recording; identifying unusual wave
characteristics, emotional state of patient, unusual behavior, location of scars, description of any seizures,
type and location of any abnormalities, and deviations due to artifacts occurring during the tests;
abstracting relevant information from the patient’s clinical record and obtaining additional information by
questioning the patient; providing suggestions and obtaining authorization from the patient’s physician to
administer sedation in those instances where it is necessary; filing and/or microfilming the
electroencephalograph record; utilizing recording techniques for the declaration of electrocerebral silence
in the case of cerebral death; operating electroencephalograph equipment in the operating room during
surgery on the neck vessels as well as during an electrocardiogram; assisting in the development and
utilization of new methods of electroencephalograph tests involving tape recording, telephone
transmissions, telemetry and computer applications; providing laboratory training for new technicians and
students; making arrangements for the maintenance and repair of electroencephalograph equipment;
operating signal averaging evoked potential computers for the purpose of obtaining clinically
interpretable brainstem auditory evoked responses, somatosensory evoked responses and visual evoked
responses; and operating a floppy disk storage system on which the data on responses is stored.

III. QUALIFICATIONS

The qualifications required for these positions will be determined at the time of recruitment.  Such
determinations will be made based on an analysis of the goals and worker activities performed and by an
identification of the education, training, work, or other life experience which would provide reasonable
assurance that the knowledge and skills required upon appointment have been acquired.

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

This classification was modified effective June 1, 2003 and announced in Bulletin MRS-SC-161 to
describe positions which have been collapsed as part of a classification modification project for technical
classifications.  Modifications included collapsing the series to a single level.
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